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Family Newsletter

Dear Parent/Caregiver:
Over the next three weeks, your child will be learning about probability.

To reinforce the concepts your child is learning at school, you and your child can
work on some at-home activities such as these:

e Discuss the usage of probability in your day-to-day lives. Consider events where
you or your child may use words such as “it’s unlikely that...” or “chances are
that....” Look also for more formal uses of probability, such as in weather
forecasting, sporting events, or preliminary election polls.

e Playing backgammon, card games, and games with dice are excellent opportunities
to discuss probability. Discuss how probability affects the strategies used when
playing these games.

° Arcade games, such as tossing balls into buckets or throwing darts at balloons,
involve probabilities. The size of the prize is related to the odds of winning. Do
some research with your child on these types of games. Which games have the
best odds of winning? The worst odds? How do the creators make these games
easier or more difficult to win?

You may want to visit the Nelson Web site at www.mathK8.nelson.com for more
suggestions to help your child learn mathematics and develop a positive attitude toward
learning mathematics. As well, you can check the Nelson Web site for links to other
Web sites that provide online tutorials, math problems, brainteasers, and challenges.
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